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Main questions

• The nature and form of power in Late Iron
Age to Early Medieval period, in the 
Mälardalen area, central Sweden

• The level of organisation in the Late Iron
Age society in central Sweden

(Late Iron Age in Sweden = 500 AD to 1050 AD)



The concept of landscape*

• landscape as scenery (representation, idea, 
mental contruction, "a way of seeing") 

• landscape as institution (costomary law, 
social order, land right, "a way of 
communicating, a way of acting") 

• land as a resource (land use, production, 
capital) 

*Mats Widgren, 2004. Can landscapes be read? Palang at al. European 
rural landscapes: persistence and change in an globalising environment.

See also: Kenneth Olwig, 1996. Recovering the Sustantive Nature of 
Landscape. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 86







Early administrative organisation

• Härad, hundare – 13th-14th century

• Skeppslag
• Tolft, åtting, fjärding
• Hamnor
• (Parishes)

• The LEDUNG organisation???

















Brons Age ~ 1800 BC – 500 AD, 12 m.



Early Iron Age ~ 500 BC – 500 AD, 8 m.



Late Iron Age ~ 500 – 1050 AD, 5 m.





Flip the table



Flip the table



Safe Software
FME Workbench
Extract,
Transform, 
Load tool

www.safe.com
Grants program
for non-profit
research





FME Workbench transformations

• ”Filter” attributes
• Convert between 150 different formats
• Remove geometry from Shapefiles
• Join data of different formats
• Extract specific data from a complex d.b.
• Connecting line features with gaps
• …and much more (+100 transformers)





Round, stone filled stonesettings



Round, earth filled stonesettings



Early Iron Age gravefields in Snävringe and Seunda









Place-names and grave fields

Late Iron Age graves and –sta names, 713
46 (8%) within 200 meters  (1,4%)
146 (20%) within 500 meters (4,8%)
268 (38%) within 1000 meters (12%)

Early Iron Age graves and –hem names, 58
1 within 200 meters
2 within 500 meters
5 within 1000 meters



Late Iron Age graves and –sta names



Early Iron Age graves and –hem names



























65% of Tuna place-names, 50% of all place-names
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